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deemed further collaboration inconsistent with
his capacity as a magistrate.

The publication of the article " Existence "
was a genuine literary and philosophical event.
Men of letters and encyclopedists were struck
with the clearness and precision of the style,
with the depth and novelty of the thoughts.
A writer, a philosopher, seemed to be revealed.
To this day a like impression is made upon
those who read this remarkable essay for the
first time. Victor Cousin greatly admired it,
and has assigned to it a place apart in the phi-
losophical literature of the eighteenth century.

" As a metaphysician," says Cousin, " Tur-
got belongs to the school of Locke, like all
the men of his century, even Hutcheson and
Smith, with whom he has so much in com-
mon ; but, like them, it has been given him to
escape all the vices of that school, thanks to
the breadth and insight of his mind, thanks
especially to the nobility of his character and
sentiments. In a letter to Condorcet con-
cerning the book ' Of Mind/ he metes justice
to the absurd and gloomy ethics of Helvetius.
. . . But the best remaining trace of his meta-
physics is the article on ' Existence.' "ri-
